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1. For the person who selected this book for the group, what made you choose  Katherine’s Wish?  Were you familiar with the life or writings of Katherine Mansfield?  Did the book meet your expectations?  Why or why not?

2. Setting:
Katherine’s Wish attempts to create a detailed  portrait of Mansfield’s life as a writer  and woman in her historical context.  How true to life does the period setting seem?  A good historical novel should make us feel like time travelers caught in another era.  Does the author succeed in giving us that illusion?  What aspects of daily life and society  were most vividly drawn?  What did you learn about the period that you did not know before?
3. Character and Point of View

Katherine’s Wish  deals with the last five years of Mansfield’s life, presenting three perspectives:  the viewpoint of  Katherine Mansfield,  that of  Ida Baker, her companion; and that of John Middleton Murry, her husband.  Discuss the three main characters.  Do they convince us as real people? Why do you suppose the author chose to use three perspectives instead of sticking only to Mansfield’s or Ida’s point of view?  How would the novel have been different if only one had been used?
Katherine’s Wish is the story of a triangular relationship. Discuss and define that relationship.  Can you identify any significant  moments of tension, love, jealousy, reconciliation or understanding highlighted in the novel? How do you judge the three characters and their interaction? Does the relationship evolve or remain static?
Aside from the three main characters, there are some minor  characters in the novel who are historical personages:  DH Lawrence, Virginia Woolf, and S.S. Koteliansky.  How life-like are these secondary characters?  Did you learn anything about them that you did not know? 
4. Structure:  

 Flashbacks are used in this novel  to acquaint the reader with important events which happened in Mansfield’s life before the book opens.  Do you feel that the information provided in these flashbacks was sufficient in order for readers to understand the story?
The novel follows Mansfield as she travels from country to country, residing in various hotels and rented homes, including her own home in London, The Elephant. Discuss the different places of residence and the dominant mood of each one. 

5. Themes:  writing, spirituality, and illness
Katherine’s Wish  explores Mansfield’s development as a writer.  Find passages dedicated to the theme of writing and the writer’s life.  From the novel,  did you gain  a sense of what being a writer signified for Katherine Mansfield? 
Katherine’s Wish also deals with Mansfield’s spiritual quest .Find sections in the book dedicated to spirituality and religion.  How were spirituality and writing linked for Mansfield?

Katherine’s Wish is the story of an illness. Does the novel give a sense of Mansfield’s physical distress?  Do readers feel her approaching death?
The author claims that despite the tragic story this novel recounts, it is a  life-affirming story of Mansfield’s search for wholeness. Do you agree?

6. Epiphany – 

In literary criticism, the term “epiphany” refers to a moment of revelation, self-knowledge, or insight that comes to a character in the midst of daily life.  Mansfield’s short stories are sometimes structured around such moments.  Are there any epiphanies in Katherine’s Wish?  Identify and discuss them.
7. Language and Style  

Ask group members to read their favorite passages aloud and say why they have chosen them.  Do you notice any recurring symbols or metaphors in the book?
8. The Title
Why do you think the author chose this title?  Do you find it appropriate? 
9.  In your opinion, is this a book for women or for a mixed readership?

10.  Follow up
Compare this book to other works of historical fiction you have read.  Why do you think historical fiction is such a popular genre?  Would you recommend this book to another book group? Why or Why not?

11. Further reading:

The Collected Stories of Katherine Mansfield, Penguin edition
Letters and Journals of Katherine Mansfield,  edited by CK Stead, Penguin edition

The Memories of LM,  Ida Baker

Similar novels:
The Hours by Michael Cunningham,  The Master, by Colm Toibin, 
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